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“You listen to the amir and obey him; even if pour 
back is beaten and pour wealth is taken; 


listen and obey. = 


ITS WEAKNESS AND 
CORRECT INTERPRETATION 


aba Talat Haytham al Sayfaddin 
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And Muhammad Ibn Sahl Ibn “Askar at-Tamimi told me: Yahya Ibn Hassan told us: Hā’: t And 
“Abdullah Ibn “Abdir-Rahman ad-Darimi told us: Yahya, and he is Ibn Hassan informed us: 


Mu awiyah, and he is Ibn Sallam, told us: Zayd Ibn Sallam told us: On the authority of Abū 
Sallam who said: Huthayfah Ibn al-Yaman said: | said: 
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“O Messenger of Allāh, indeed, we were in evil, then Allāh brought us good which we are now 
in. Will there be any evil after this good?” He said: “Yes.” | said: “Will there be any good after 
that evil?” He said: “Yes.” | said: “Will there be any evil after that good?” He said: “Yes.” | said: 
“How?” He said: “There will be leaders who will not be led by my guidance and who will not 
follow my Sunnah. There will be among them men who will have the hearts of devils in the 
bodies of human beings.” He (i.e. Huthayfah) said: | said: “What should | do, O Messenger of 
Allah, if | reach that?” He said: “You listen to the Amir and obey him; even if your back is beaten 
and your wealth is taken; listen and obey.” 2 


And this was weakened by /mam Muslim himself. This is evident when one looks at what he 
said in the introduction to his “Sahih”, and then looks at how he narrated it. 


After mentioning the caliber of narrators he would narrate from, Imam Muslim said: 
“ „without repetition, unless there comes a place that cannot do without repeating a 
narration, due to an additional meaning, or a chain of narration that falls beside another chain 
because of a weakness therein.” 


And Imam Muslim narrated the Hadith in question after narrating the following authentic 
version: 


1 Ha’: Muhaddithin place this letter in their chains of transmission when restarting their chain with another of 
their Shaykhs from whom they heard the same Hadith 
2 “Sahih Muslim” (#1,847) 
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Muhammad Ibn al-Muthanna told me: Al-Walid Ibn Muslim told us: “Abdur-Rahman Ibn Yazid 
Ibn Jabir told us: Busr Ibn “Ubaydillah al-Hadrami told me that he heard Abu Idris al-Khawlani 
saying: | heard Huthayfah Ibn al-Yaman saying: 
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“People used to ask the Messenger of Allah, « Las eri Le about goodness, but I used to ask 


him about evil out of fear it overtake me. | said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, we were in the midst 
of ignorance and evil, and then Allah brought us this goodness. Is there any evil after this 
goodness?’ He said: ‘Yes.’ | asked: ‘Is there any goodness after that evil?’ He said: ‘Yes, but 
therein will be a hidden evil.’ | asked: ‘What will be the evil hidden therein?’ He said: ‘A people 
who will adopt ways other than my Sunnah and seek guidance other than my guidance. You 
will know good points as well as bad points.’ | asked: ‘Will there be any evil after that 
goodness?’ He said: ‘Yes; callers at the gates of Hell; whosoever responds to them they will 
throw him into it.’ | said: ʻO Messenger of Allah, describe them for us.’ He said: ‘Yes; they are 
a people with our skin (colour) and they speak our language.’ | said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
what do you suggest if that (time) reaches me?’ He said: ‘You should adhere to the main body 
of the Muslims and their Imam.’ | said: ‘If they have no main body nor Imam?’ He said: 
‘Separate yourself from all those factions, even if you were to bite onto the root of a tree, until 
death comes to you and you are in this state.” 3 


It was also weakened by /mam Ad-DaraqutnI, as he stated: “And Muslim narrated the Hadith 
of Mu’awiyah Ibn Salam on the authority of Zayd on the authority of Abu Sallam on the 
authority of Huthayfah...And this, in my opinion, is Mursal; Abu Sallam did not hear from 
Huthayfah, nor from his peers who went to ‘Iraq. (This is) because Huthayfah passed away 


(just) nights after the murder of ‘Uthman, #4 žil ce). And in it, it contains ‘Huthayfah said’, so 


this indicates that it is ‘Wursal.’” 4 


3 “Sahih Muslim” (#1,847). Also collected in “Sahih al-Bukhari” (#3,606 & #7,084) and “Sunan Ibn Mājah” 
(#3,979) 
4 “Al-llzamat wat-Tatabbu ”, by Ad-Daraqutni pg. 181-182 


In other words, he did not say he heard it from Huthayfah. 


And Ibn Hajar al--Asqalant said about Abu Sallam: “And he narrated in ‘Mursal’ form from 
Huthayfah, Abū Tharr and others.” > 


Likewise, An-Nawaw! weakened it, saying: “Ad-Daraqutni stated: ‘This, in my opinion, is 
‘Mursal.” And it is as Ad-Daraqutni said.” © 


And Al-Wādi` stated: “In this Hadith of Huthayfah, there is an addition which is not in the 
Hadith of Huthayfah which is agreed upon, and it is his statement: ‘And even if your back is 
beaten and your wealth is taken.’ So this addition is weak, because it is from this severed 
path.” 7 


However, if it had been authentic, what is the correct understanding of the Hadith? 


Ibn Hazm said: “As for his, aig, ale au Rite command to be patient with the taking of the 


wealth and the beating of the back, then that is only, without doubt, if the /mam is doing so 
justly. And there is no doubt that it is obligatory upon us to be patient with it. In fact, if he 
refuses that, or even from his neck being struck, if it is obligatory, then he is a fasiq who is 
disobeying Allah, J, 


However, if that is done falsely, then, Allah Forbid, that the Messenger of Allah, ale aul mie 


Ay: would command patience upon that. The proof for this is the Statement of Allah, Jesse 
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And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and aggression. ® 
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And we know that the words of the Messenger of Allāh, 41⁄3 ale 4 ake, do not contradict the 


Words of his Lord, (Jl. Allah, Res Se, Stated: 
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Nor does he speak from [his own] inclination. It is not but a revelation revealed. ° 


And He, „ý, Stated: 


5 “Tahthīb at-Tahthīb” by Ibn Hajar al-`Asqalānī 10/296 

6 “Al-Minhāj Sharh Sahth Muslim Ibn al-Hajjāj” by An-Nawawi 12/237 
7 “Al-llzamat Wat-Tatabbu””, pg. 182 

8 Sarat al-Md’idah, 2 

9 Surat an-Najm, 3-4 
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And if it had been from other than Allah, they would have found within it much 
contradiction. 1° 


So, it is confirmed that everything that the Messenger of Allah, 2123 ale au ee, said is 


Revelation from Allah, nese Ss, and that there is no contradiction within it, nor any conflict nor 


any clash. 


So, if this is how that is, then there is certainty in which there is no doubt, which every Muslim 
knows, that taking the wealth of a Muslim or a ThimmT unjustly: and beating his back unjustly 


is a sin, transgression and forbidden. The Messenger of Allah, 125 5 ale zi) dz said: 
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‘Indeed, your blood, your wealth and your honour is sacred upon you.’ 14 


So, since there is no doubt in this nor any dispute from anyone from amongst the Muslims, 
then a Muslim leaving his wealth to be taken unjustly or his back to be beaten unjustly, while 
he is able to resist in any way possible, is assisting the one doing him wrong in sin and 
transgression, and this is forbidden by the Text of the Qur’an.” 32 


And this understanding; that one does not obey if they are being beaten unjustly or having 
their wealth taken unjustly, was demonstrated by “Abdullah Ibn “Amr Ibn al- ‘As, ig: ži wea 


when `Anbasah Ibn Abi Sufyan, who was the administrator of At-Ta’if under Mu‘awiyah Ibn 
Abt Sufyan, wanted to alter some of his property in order to reroute a stream for irrigation. 


This has come on the authority of Thabit: 
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That when what transpired between “Abdullah Ibn “Amr and `Anbasah Ibn Abi Sufyan 
transpired, they readied themselves to fight. So, Khalid Ibn al--As rode to ‘Abdullah Ibn “Amr 
and persuaded him (not to do so). Upon this “Abdullah Ibn “Amr said: “Are you not aware that 
the Messenger of Allah, 2% 5 aide rit ie had said: ‘Whoever is killed defending his wealth is a 


martyr.” 3 


10 Sūrat an-Nisa@’, 82 

11 “Musannaf Ibn Abt Shaybah” (#37,162), “Musnad Ahmad” (#18,966), “Sunan Ibn Majah” (#3,055), “Jami at- 
Tirmithi” (#3,087) and “Sunan an-Nasda’7i al-Kubra” (#2,159), on the authority of “Amr Ibn al-Ahwas 

12 “Al-Fisal Fil-Milali Wal-Ahwa’i Wan-Nihal” by Ibn Hazm 4/133 

13 “Musnad Ahmad” (#6,922) and “Sahih Muslim” (#141) 


As for what some have mentioned; that there is a consensus that defending one’s self and 
wealth until death does not apply when it is an authority committing the transgression, then 
this is obviously false, as is clear from the fact that a Sahabi viewed doing so as permissible. 


And Allah Knows Best. 


Haytham Al Sayfaddin 


